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As you greet your child, give 
them a challenge for the day! Tell 
them, “Pick a person in this family 
you would like to show honor to 
today! Let them see how valuable 
they are to you by the nice things 
you do for them!”
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There are plenty of ways to honor big and 
small accomplishments. There are cap-
and-gowns and life-will-change-forever 
speeches to kindergarteners earning 
ribbons for tying their shoes. Honor, 
though, is more than a shelf full of trophies 
or even a yearbook full of accolades. 
True honor comes not because of what 
someone has done but because of who 
someone is.

Lexicographer Samuel Johnson defined 
honor in this 18th century old-school way: 
“nobility of soul . . . magnanimity . . . a 
scorn of meanness.” I like that last one. 
Wouldn’t we all be better off if we had 
a “scorn of meanness”? Honor is about 
a quality of virtue, not the quantity of 
accomplishments.

When we define honor that way, it doesn’t 
come and go with seasons of approval and 
distress. When we honor people because 
of who they are instead of what they 
have done, honor becomes a permanent 
attitude, an enduring way of regarding 
someone with hope and respect.

Stuff may lose value over time, but not 
people. If we see people the way God 
sees people . . . if we allow honor to flow 
from our own relationship with God . . . 
we’ll be less likely to practice a strings-
attached honor and more likely to reflect 
His unconditional care and compassionate 
understanding.

One of the best ways we can honor God is 
by honoring those who reflect the image 
of God—and that’s everybody. For our 
kids, that means we can teach them from 
an early age to live out Romans 12:10: 
Love each other deeply. Honor others 
more than yourselves, (NIrV).

When someone understands the principle 
of honor, it changes the way they treat 
everyone.

•  They tend to see people that are 
typically overlooked by society, with a 
different kind of value.

•  They tend to see those who are in 
authority with a different kind of respect.

•  They tend to see their peers with a 
different kind of appreciation.

People start showing honor when they 
understand those around them were 
created by God and in the image of God. 
As parents, we have an opportunity to 
teach our children to look at the people 
around them in a different way and value 
them not for their accomplishments, but 
for their true worth.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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